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extraction) on the top of the fatigue, and much dyspepsia, I
immensely enjoyed the thing.
Wednesday morning I had 90 minutes' business with Pinker
and Eric at their office, after Pinker's return from America.
He enlarged on the importance of the film business in U.S.A.
He said that all the big theatrical people were hi the film business,
and that Famous Players-Lasky owned Frohman Coy. outright.
Further that my play would not have been produced if the
film had not been bought, and that it was very difficult to get
any play produced without the concurrence of the film people,
who regarded the play production as an advertisement for the
film. They gave big prices when circumstances were favourable.
London, Wednesday, May 5th.
I went for week-end to Beaverbrook's on Saturday and returned
on Monday. Max has now two crazes—playing tennis all day,—
and sleeping at night in the garden. He gave me the full history
of his relations with his father, as material for my next ' big *
novel. (But I'm afraid I -shall have to write a little one first.)
He also promised to tell me stories of " deals " as material for
short stories. Especially Strathcona's life in England.
He had a series of Mutt and Jeff cartoons in which LI. G. and
Bonar Law were Mutt and Jeff, and LI. G. was always playing
tricks on B. Law. He said that in the end Law asked him to
stop this and he stopped it. LI. G. expressed curiosity earnestly
to see these things, and so Max asked him and Mrs. LI. G. to
come to Cherkley with several other Ministers, to see them on
his private screen, and Max got an orchestra, which cost him,
£25. LL G. saw the whole lot Max said it was an ordeal for
him (LI. G.) and that Mrs. LI. G. was very subdued during the
rest of the evening. Practically the whole Bonar Law family
came down in batches while I was there. All perfectly delightful,
—papa, 2 girls and 2 boys.
Monday night: " Mary Rose ", Barrie's new play at the
Haymarket. Tedious. The papers for the most part hailed
this work as a great masterpiece.
Last night. " The Skin Game." Galsworthy's new play at
the St. Martin's. This play may be a melodrama, but it is a
very good one indeed and it holds you absolutely. It is very
well acted. It is a tale, an incident, whose effect depends on a
coincidence, and it has no general significance. The writing
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